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WHY EARTRAIN?

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children experience some of the highest

rates of ear disease in the world.

* The rate of disease is 10 times the World Health Organisation’s public health

emergency threshold.

e EarTrain was developed by the Audiometry teachers at TAFE Digital to deliver
customisable micro-skills to Aboriginal Health Workers, Practitioners, nurses
and doctors across Australia. The intent is to develop critical skills in the early

identification and treatment of otitis media.



WHAT IS EARTRAIN?

* Fully funded by the Australian Government — Department of Health & Aged Care
* Delivered nationally by TAFE NSW
e Blend of online topics and practical workshops:

« Recognising signs of Otitis Media

« Use of screening tools including Otoscopy, Tympanometry, Audiometry to screen
for ear and hearing health

« Confidence in referral pathways

« Health promotion



OUR FOCUS

e Early intervention
e Across the lifespan
e Everybody has a part to play

* Building local capacity



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Early intervention – picking up signs and symptoms early and following a treatment plan / referral pathway as soon as possible
Across the lifespan - The focus is on younger children, but the impacts are lifelong. We encourage considering ear and hearing health across the life span.
Everybody has a part to play – it takes a village…
Building local capacity – putting Aboriginal health in Aboriginal hands.  Ensuring communities are well supported long after training.  NORMALISING EAR HEALTH CHECKS. Should become as routine as a BP check, regardless of the presentation at the Clinic.  Sore foot? We’re going to look in your ear.  Opportunistic health care.
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:_

Monica Summers Jean Tsembis
Audiologist Audiologist

LT g e Hayley Baldwin
Dr Donna Carkeet Audiologist
Audiologist

Kaleera Hensley _ Andrew Visperas Jo O'Malley
Program Support Officer Program Support Officer Program Manager




OUR PARTNERS

* Supported by Hearing Australia

* Partnering with Sonic Equipment

e Justice Health - NSW

e State and Territory stakeholders representing Aboriginal Community
Controlled Health Organisations, Health Departments, Rural Workforce

Agencies, Primary Health Networks and community organisations



TRAINING TRACKS

SUMMARY OF TRAINING TRACKS AND TOPICS

= The training on the EarTrain program is divided into the following 12 tracks, each » You have been recommended topics for your job
represented by a different colour. Each track can contain up to three different topics. role but can enral in any of the full list of 25 topics.
TRACKS TOPICS TRACKS TOPICS TRACKS TOPICS
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EarTrain and AHCWA Co-Delivering workshops in 2024

e 26 February — Albany
e 28 February — Bunbury

e 1 March — Kalgoorlie
* 5 March — Broome

* 6 March — Geraldton
* 8 March - Perth

74/ Aboriginal
g//(/:f Health Council

S of Western Australia



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Workshops specific to working with babies – will cover Tympanometry – under 6 months and Otoacoustic Emissions (OAEs)

Delivered in collaboration with Lorraine and the team at Aboriginal Health Council of Western Aus – AHCWA



75 workshops to date

NSW Nowra, Wollongong, Dubbo, Mt Druitt, Wagga Wagga,
Kempsey, Kingswood, Tharawal, Goonellabah, Tamworth,
Bingara, Tamworth, Orange, Strathfield, Coffs Harbour

QLD Brisbane, Toowoomba, Mt Isa, Thursday Is, Townsville,
Tully, Rockhampton, Cairns, Weipa, Toowoomba, Mt Isa

NT Darwin, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, Katherine,
Nhulunbuy, Alice Springs

SA Adelaide, Yalata, NAATSIHWP Conference, Ceduna
TAS Ulverstone, Launceston, Cygnet, Hobart

Nov-Dec 2023

NSW Kingswood, Ulladulla,
NT Katherine, Jabiru

2024

WA Perth, Broome, Bunbury, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, Albany
VIC Melbourne and regional locations

TAS Ulverstone, Launceston, Cygnet, Hobart

SA Coober Pedy

NSW, NT, QLD

WESTERMN
AUSTRALIA

QUEEHSLAND




WWW.TAFENSW.EDU.AU/EARTRAIN

Contoct  Login Register

ru-uuutfl“ll"lni'" I“]II.-‘I “‘I"I‘I

ENHANCE HEALTH SERVICE DELIVERY

THE EARTRAIN PROGRAM ON THIS PAGE

s : ; ’ 2 : : The program
EarTrain is a free online program for primary health care professionals to identify and treat otitis medic and other

hearing conditions in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities Program eligibility

; o y : . . Skills covered in EarTrain
Oritis Medic [middle ear infection] can be preventad and treated early with regular ear checks at every interaction with
children and families. Ear Train aims to train and empower primary heclth care professionals to improve ear healthin Program benefits

their communities. Availoble study ond support services



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�





HELP US CLOSE THE GAP IN EAR HEALTH

EMAIL: eartrain@tafensw.edu.au

WEBSITE: www.tafensw.edu.au/eartrain




THANK YOU
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